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Donna's Story

Circles Impact

Donna, a 58-year old single woman lost a
long-term relationship, was in great debt
from that relationship, lost her home and her
vehicle. She lost all hope. Donna came to
live at the Virginia D. Jackson Home for
Women experiencing extreme depression.
She was linked to counseling services to
regain faith, confidence, and self-worth.
Donna enrolled in and completed the
Culinary Arts Program of Open Door and
received her ServSafe certification. She is
now a full-time manager of a local
restaurant, has permanent housing, and has
eliminated her debt by using the tools of
financial literacy training.
Congratulations, Donna!

Angela, a single mother of a 5-year old
daughter, became a Circle Leader to
overcome generational poverty. She
accomplished several goals related to
finances, credit score, gaining better
employment, and building positive, strong &
trusting relationships with her Allies. Angela's
most recent goal was better housing for her &
her daughter. Angela & her Allies created a
plan to find safe affordable housing through
NeighborWorks Columbus. Angela & her
daughter have a home with a yard to play in
safely with friends.
What an amazing journey!
Congratulations, Angela!

Program Impacts
Mathews Promise Academy
90% K-8th grade students improved
their reading ability meaured by Lexile
levels
98% K-12th grade students advanced
to the next grade level

Virginia D. Jackson Transition Home
100% in transition program eligible
for exit did so with a source of income

Welcome Home
194 homeless women and children
obtained permanent housing
Circles in Columbus
80% increase in full-time employment
113% increase in personal
monthly income
94% increase in household
monthly income
33% increase in homeownership
32% increase in reliable transportation

Covid-19 Impact

Covid-19 has greatly impacted our ability to
provide our community services in person.
Our homeless ministries all have continued
in person. Here are a few modifications we
made:
Circles moved to virtual meetings in
March, with in person training beginning
July 2020.
Culinary Arts training was postponed
from March to July 2020.
Mathews Promise Academy after school
program went to a modified approach
delivering food & programming each day
to the children which also served as a
wellness check.
Summer Academy is operating curbside
with deliveries of STEAM projects &
reading programs. These visits also serve
as wellness checks.
The Open Door Classic 5K fundraising
event went virtual & fell short of goal
until a major donor contributed the
difference. A blessing!

Budget Report
Where funds
come from...

1.4% other
$21,000

Fundraising
32%

United
Way
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Foundations
23%

Resource
Development

How funds
are used...

Govt Grants
25%

4%

Churches
6%

Operations
6%

Program
Ministries
90%

Total Budget = $1,623,469 million

Your support
is vital for the
Open Door ministries!
We are grateful to you
and for your generous
support which creates
long-term solutions
to poverty.
Thank you!

Program Ministries
Mathews Promise Academy:

an after school program focused on reading development for ages 5-17 with a full day
schedule during summer. Students receive homework assistance, reading and math tutoring, devotionals, arts & crafts, field trips and
community service projects. Youth in Unison instrumental instruction program is another layer of opportunity of learning for the students.
The students are from families who earn at or below Federal Poverty Guidelines.
Virginia D. Jackson Home for Women : a transition home for homeless women 18 years or older. Typically,
the women come as a result of job loss, domestic violence, mental health issues, divorce or substance abuse. They may stay
up to 12 months as long as they are in school, have a job or looking. Individual & group counseling is provided. The goal for each
woman is to move into and sustain permanent housing, and become financially self-sufficient.
Circles in Columbus: part of a national movement to end poverty one family at a time, empowering families through
intentional community relationships to thrive instead of just survive. Families learn to set goals for their future, create budgets,
reduce debt, and increase assets with the ultimate goal to leave poverty behind for good.
Open Door Institute: offers classes in a Christian setting for GED prep, life skills, customer service skills, basic computer,
online job search, resume' writing and Culinary Arts which includes interview techniques.These opportunities are for low-income persons
who desire to learn new skills for a better opportunity to obtain living wage employment. Graduates of Culinary Arts with a ServSafe
certification have a greater chance of earning more per hour than without. The exam is offered at no charge to students in the program.
Showering Program for the Homeless: a unique program providing showering facilities for adults experiencing
homelessness. Participants receive hygiene items, have access to a hot shower, can wash & dry their clothes, get a cup of coffee
and a haircut from volunteer barbers. Representatives from the Georgia Dept of Labor and New Horizons (PATH) assist with
connections to resources.
Golden Agers: a weekly program for low-income senior adults, designed to keep them engaged in
social & learning settings with periodic health screenings. Churches & civic groups provide lunch & fellowship, with an occasional
game of BINGO. Once per month, the seniors are transported to enjoy a "lunch out", go shopping and pay bills if needed.

Welcome Home: a rapid rehousing program providing housing assistance & intensive case management for homeless women
and women with children. The program provides rental assistance, utility deposits, counseling and case management to ensure
families stay housed. The program helps those with the greatest barriers to obtain housing.

HOME:a long-term rental assistance program for homeless families who need a longer period of time to stabilize & maintain housing.

1 in 5 people in our community live in poverty
Job loss, domestic violence, a medical emergency, trauma, or other life
altering events can lead to poverty and homelessness. Women and
children have many obstacles to overcome.

Open Door works with children, women & families to embody Christ
while meeting our neighbors where they are. Vital services of hope,
encouragement, resources and empowerment for opportunities to thrive
not just survive are offered at Open Door Community House, Inc.

2405 Second Avenue
Columbus, Ga 31901
706.323.5518
ODCH.org

